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Radiology Health Equity Coalition

22% of Americans in rural areas
live within 30 minutes of a lung
cancer screening center vs. 83%
In urban areas.>

/ 72% of racial and ethnic minority
T pfatlents .ca_n't ge_t access to the

diagnostic imaging they need,
according to a 2022 research study
in the Journal of the American
College of Radiology.!

“Radiology sits at the very
intersection of medical

care — nearly every person

receiving meaningful care Of more than 13 million visits to

44 pediatric emergency departments,
Hispanic and non-Hispanic Black
patients were less likely to include
radiography, CT, ultrasonography
and MRI compared with those by 1
non-Hispanic White patients.®

interacts with its broad reach

at least once. We can create Black women are 42% more

likely to die from breast cancer than
white women ... Black men are
52% more likely to die from
colorectal cancer than white men.2

a cohesive and collaborative
approach that brings true

action.”

~ Jinel A. Scott, MD, MBA
At-Large Director, RSNA

Breast cancer is 99% curable

and cervical cancer 95%

Asian Americans are twice as
likely to die from stomach cancers,
eight times more likely to die from
hepatitis and have a tuberculosis
rate more than 30 times higher
than white Americans.

Black Americans with diabetes are

three times more likely to have a limb
amputated than others.#

Heart disease, cancer and stroke
death rates are significantly higher
for Americans in rural areas.”

The 39% of U.S. women
without health insurance had
a mammogram in the past two
years vs. 75% of those with
health insurance.®

curable when caught early.
Why are so many women

dying from these diseases?

It comes down to too
many barriers.”

~ Karen Patti
Chief Operating Officer,
Promise Fund of Florida
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We’re not going to solve the issue of

access to healthcare without gathering
around the table and having open
conversations — the Coalition is the best
avenue for that.”

~ Bob Still
Executive Director, Radiology Business
Management Association (RBMA)

Providing equitable care
could involve anything
from better access

to mammograms for
underserved people to
newer technology for rural
populations.”

~ Brent Wagner, MD
Executive Director, American
Board of Radiology (ABR)

WHAT IS

The American Public Health

Association defines health equity as
everyone having the opportunity to
attain their highest value of health.

When health equity is lacking,
certain groups of people are more
at risk for diseases but less likely
to get treatment. So they’'ll be
more likely to get severely sick or
die from treatable or even
preventable diseases.

WHAT IS HEALTH EQUITY

Health equity in radiology means
that clinicians and radiologists are
using imaging to deliver equitable,
quality care for all patients regardless
of care setting, rurality, race or
socioeconomic status.

A COALITION RISES

The Radiology Health Equity Coalition
addresses systemic challenges to

more equitable imaging care, to
reduce health inequities for people
of color, rural populations and other
underserved communities.

Our work — and yours — can produce
lasting change.

We bring the organizations who
create and use diagnostic imaging
together to:

Connect patients in underserved
communities to the resources
they need.

Pursue research to identify U.S.
locations that lack access to
imaging care.


https://apha.org/topics-and-issues/health-equity
https://apha.org/topics-and-issues/health-equity
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Radiology Health Equity Coalition

WORKING TOGETHER FOR A CLEARER

The Radiology Business Management
Association (RBMA), focused on the
business of radiology, has unique insight
into radiology management software,
scheduling, coding, billing and more.
With the Coalition, the RBMA is looking
for barriers to scheduling imaging
exams and getting to appointments.
They're also committed to providing
inclusive pre-exam paperwork and

access to vital screening and imaging in )
rural and underserved areas. The goal? Proactive rather than

Making it easier — and faster — for reactive is always better.
everyone to get a timely scan, X-ray or
other diagnostic image.

Broader pathways to a
healthier population are

The Promise Fund of Florida helps the ethical thing to do and
underinsured and uninsured women

access timely, quality breast and
cervical cancer treatment and resources. first do no harm.”

the basis of all medicine —

The Promise Fund brings to the
Coalition experience partnering with
local health organizations and care
providers, including Federally Qualified One woman found us through a local Haitian
Health Centers, community-based
organizations and free clinics, to
connect women with subsidized breast couldn’t get access, had no insurance — but within
and cervical screenings, diagnostic and
cancer care. Participants are paired with

~ Bob Still
Executive Director, RBMA ‘ .

radio station. She had breast cancer for two years,

two weeks, we got her financial assistance and

culturally competent patient navigators, on to chemo. Without this work, she wouldn‘t be
who guide patients through the many alive today.”
steps of the care process. ] ]

~ Karen Patti, COO
Promise Fund of Florida
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As a certifying body,

the ABR sees their partnership
with the Coalition as a

crucial extension of the social
contract — to provide

the best care possible

to the broadest range

of the population.”

~ Brent Wagner, MD
Executive Director, ABR
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The American Board of Radiology (ABR)
ensures that radiology professionals
meet specific educational, training

and professional requirements. In

line with the Coalition’s mission, they
require certified candidates to address
healthcare for underserved populations.
Satisfying this requirement could involve
anything from free mammograms to
advanced imaging for limb salvage.

Their certification exams assess a
candidate’s knowledge of establishing
and maintaining equitable access

to care.

The Hawaii Radiology Society (HRS)
unites radiologists across the state while
furthering the mission of its parent
organization, the American College of
Radiology® (ACR®). Facing dire provider
shortages of 40-50% on the islands,
including rural Oahu, the HRS values the
Coalition’s goal of helping extremely
underserved areas. They see a great
deal of potential momentum from

their combined efforts, recognizing

that other states are dealing with
similar issues.

In Hawaii, the HRA is pursuing a new
screening tool for people with higher
risks of breast cancer while influencing
the state legislature to require insurers
to cover more patients in rural areas,
among other initiatives.

The Radiological Society of North
America (RSNA) promotes improved
patient care through “education,
research and technologic innovation.”

Working with the Coalition’s research
group, RSNA At-Large Director Jinel
Scott, MD, found clear evidence that
implementing newer technology
happens slower in communities of color,
leading to higher mortality rates among
Black and Brown populations

than in predominantly white ones.

The findings are out in a recent paper,
Relationship between Race and Access
to Newer Mammographic Technology

in Women with Medicare Insurance,
published in Radiology in October 2022.

The next step is advocating for change
— getting new technologies deployed to
those who need it instead of simply to
who can afford it.

For the Coalition and the RSNA, it's
about becoming more creative about
solutions and finding a structured
approach to addressing structural
inequities — “moving from descriptive
to predictive to prescriptive,” in

Dr. Scott’s words.

We don‘t have enough
doctors, and people are

Just trying to survive, so we
hope to create new models.
An ideal scenario is others in

the Coalition working to

help us address these issues
on a national scale.”

~ Laeton Pang, MD
President, Hawaii
Radiological Society (HRS)
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HELP US TAKE CLEAR ACTION

FOR IMAGING ACCESS
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MAKE OUR MISSION

YOUR MISSION

The Coalition offers many
roles where you can do
your part:

COVID-19 made it very
clear that we have a tiered
system in the United
States for community care,
and that tiered system

v\?_;ﬂ‘ﬁs Resources produces tiered results.
|
Bring more Share resources Executive Committee This puts a spotlight on
o to help your - : .
community colleagues Mobilization Team barriers that were known
into your and community Y — but they need repeated
practice. achl_evtehequlty Coalition Partners i
In their c contirming so we can
practices. Community Collaborators J

change them.”

Spread the Word

Talk with your colleagues
and partners about
how radiology can

advance equity.

~ Jinel Scott, MID
At-Large Director, RSNA

HELP US SAVE LIVES

Content in the ACR Bulletin, including
the August 2022 Health Equity Edition.

ACR blog: Breaking Imaging Barriers:
The Voice of Radiology.

Content in RSNA News and RSNA suite
of journals.

While the Coalition was
just formed in 2021,
members are already
sharing ideas and

spreading the word.

In collaboration with the Harvey L. Neiman
Health Policy Institute®, embarked on a
research study on mammography screening
technology disparities. The findings from
this study were published in the October

issue of RSNA's Radiology journal.

Recent collaborations
and resources include:
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As physicians, we’re tasked
with protecting patient
access — it's part of our
job. We should all be
focused on addressing
healthcare inequities in
this country, right now.”

~ Laeton Pang, MD
President, Hawaii
Radiological Society (HRS)
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